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Calling on the
Name of the Lord

The Sinner’s Prayer

will leave you a sinner!
By Dr. Shane Capps

Christianity today can be summed
up with two words, “Anything goes”.
What do | mean? Most of the
denominational churches today,
and even many within the Christian
Church/Church of Christ, believe
that all that is needed to be a
Christian is to believe that Jesus is
the Christ.

Many believe you do not have to be
faithful to a church family. Many
believe you do not have to have
works of service. Many believe you
can talk any way you want. Many
believe you can live any way you
want to live. They think it is okay to
drink alcohol, dress like the world,
and live to please the world. The
idea of holiness is often considered

a thing of the past and is not spoken
of today among believers.

When it comes to becoming a
Christian, there are many plans that
people say you can choose from.

You can choose Plan A: Having
your baby sprinkled as an infant.
This is a false plan! This is not a
Biblical example because the Bible
does not teach this.

Mark 16:16 says, “He who has
believed and has been baptized
shall be saved; but he who has
disbelieved shall be condemned.”

Notice... To have a baby sprinkled
is getting the Plan of Salvation out
of order. Their order is baptized,
saved, and believed.

Can a baby believe that Jesus is the
Christ? No! Can a baby choose to
be baptized? No! A baby has no
need of salvation until he has sins to
repent of.

You can choose Plan B: Coming
down to the altar and praying Jesus
into your heart. After this, if you want
to be baptized you can. This also is
a false plan! This is not Biblical
because the Bible does not teach
this.

Mark 16:16 says, “He who has
believed and has been baptized
shall be saved; but he who has
disbelieved shall be condemned.”

Notice... To come to the altar and
pray Jesus into your heart is getting
the Plan of Salvation out of order.
Their order is believed, saved, and
baptized.

They believe this because they do
not know how the Scriptures go
together as we will see in a few
moments.

You can choose Plan C: You can
come to Christ by obeying the
Gospel according to the New
Testament Plan of Salvation. Yes, it
is possible to come to Christ on His
terms, or by how He said to come to
Him. The whole book of Acts
teaches this and gives us example
after example.

The New Testament Plan of
Salvation is simple. Faith will lead
you to where you should be.

All Have Sinned: Romans 3:23
says, “For all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God,” (Also...
Romans 5:12, Romans 6:23).

So, Jesus came: Luke 19:10 says,
“For the Son of Man has come to
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seek and to save that which was
lost.” (Also...Romans 5:8; 1
Corinthians 15:1-4).

Because Jesus died on the cross,
salvation is now offered in His
name. Jesus is the one who set the
terms, or the steps, by which we can
now accept Him as Lord and Savior.
We cannot make up our own plan;
we have to follow His plan because
He is the one who died for us.

Faith! Romans 10:17 says, “So
faith comes from hearing, and
hearing by the word of Christ.” (Not
faith alone...James 2:24).

Faith will lead you to repentance.
Mark 1:15 says, “The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is
at hand; repent and believe in the
gospel.” (Also...Luke 13:3, 5; 2
Corinthians 7:10).

Then, we are called to confess.
Matthew 10:32 says, “Everyone,
therefore who shall confess Me
before men, | will also confess him
before My Father who is in heaven.
(Also...Matthew 16:15-16).

Then, we are to be baptized, which
is the point at which we become
saved. Acts 2:38 says, “And Peter
said to them, ‘Repent, and let each
of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins; and you shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Also...Acts
8:30-40).

The Lord has given us the plan to
come to Him. The problem is man
always wants to change God'’s plan
to fit what they want.

If you do not come to Christ as He
has said, you will not have the
promise of being saved.

THE GOSPEL UNASHAMED

Most of the denominational world
believes that all you have to do is
believe that Jesus is the Christ and
say a sinner’s prayer, praying Jesus
into your heart. They believe at that
point you are saved. If you then
want to be baptized, it is up to you,
but you do not have to if you do not
want to. Why? They believe that
baptism does not have a part in the
plan of salvation.

Their main scripture is Romans
10:13! But because they take this
Scripture out of context, their whole
plan of salvation is out of context.

The Sinner’s Prayer will leave you a
sinner!

Here is why:

Romans 10:13 says, “for ‘Whoever
will call upon the name of the Lord
will be saved.”

Step 1...Notice

Who did Paul write the book of
Romans to?

Romans 1:13 says, “And | do not
want you to be unaware, brethren,
that often | have planned to come to
you (and have been prevented thus
far) in order that | might obtain some
fruit among you also, even as
among the rest of the Gentiles.”

Paul is writing to the church at
Rome.

The theme of the book is... “The
righteousness of God.” Romans
1:17

The church was made up of Gentile
and Jewish Christians.
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These two groups normally did not
get along.

In chapter 1, Paul shows that all
Gentiles are sinners. The Jews
would have been saying, “You tell
them Paul, that’s right, Gentiles are
sinners.”

In chapter 2, Paul shows that all the
Jews are sinners. The Gentiles
would have been saying, “You tell
them Paul, that's right, Jews are
sinners, that's why God turned to

us.

In chapter 3, Paul shows that
everyone, all men and all people,
are sinners, lost without Christ
Jesus.

Both the Jewish and Gentile
Christians in Rome would have
gotten quiet!

Paul writes Scriptures like...

Romans 3:23 “for all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God.”

Romans 5:8 says, “But God
demonstrates His own love toward
us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.”

Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages
of sin is death, but the free gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.”

Because of the righteousness of
God, He sent His Son for all
mankind, Jew and Gentile alike, so
that salvation is now offered to all.
So, Paul wrote the book, or letter, of
Romans to the church of Rome
which was made up of Jewish and
Gentile Christians.

Step 2...Notice
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The Christians in Rome were
already Christians who were part of
the Lord’s Church.

e They already believed in
Jesus Christ.

e They had already
confessed Him as Lord.

e They had already repented
of their sins.

e Yes, they had already been
baptized into Christ.

Romans 6:1-4 says, “1 What shall
we say then? Are we to continue in
sin that grace might increase? 2
May it never be! How shall we who
died to sin still live in it? (This shows
they had repented of their sins.) 3 or
do you not know that all of us who
have been baptized into Christ
Jesus have been baptized into His
death? 4 Therefore we have been
buried with Him through baptism
into death, in order that as Christ
was raised from the dead through
the glory of the Father, so we too
might walk in newness of life.”

Just looking at this Scripture for
example, why were they baptized?

e They were baptized to get
into Christ.

e They were baptized into His
death and burial. Why?
Before we are baptized, we
are not Christians. We are
sinners. When we repent,
we are putting to death the
old self. When we are
baptized, we bury the old
self.

e They were baptized into His
resurrection. The old self is
dead to its sins. The old self
is buried. The new self is
raised up to live for Jesus
Christ.

THE GOSPEL UNASHAMED

e They were baptized so that
they could now walk in the
newness of life. What is the
new life? The Christian life
is the new life. How do we
get into the new life? One
must be baptized.

So, Paul is writing to the church of
Rome who were Christians that had
been baptized into Christ. Also
notice Romans 6:1-4 comes before
Romans 10:13.

Step 3...Notice

The Christians in Rome were
already Christians who were part of
the Lord’s Church.

Romans 10:13 is not “How to get
Saved” but “Who can be saved?”

The book of Romans was written to
a specific church. They were
already saved because they had
been baptized and were Christians
within the Church. The key is that
they needed to continue in their
Christian Walk not as Jewish
Christians or Gentile Christians, but
as Christians.

Chapter 10 is the climax of the book.
It shows that a Christian must
continue in their Christian walk.

Romans 10:9 says, “that if you
confess with your mouth Jesus as
Lord, and believe in your heart that
God raised Him from the dead, you
shall be saved.”

This is not something we do oncel!
This is something we continue
doing every day. We as Christians
continue believing in Jesus. We as
Christians continue confessing
Jesus. We as Christians continue
repenting of our sins daily. We do
this because we are in Christ when
we were baptized into Christ.
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Romans 10:10 says, “for with the
heart man believes, resulting in
righteousness, and with the mouth
he confesses resulting in
salvation.”

The idea here in the Greek is not
when we became a Christian, but
we continue doing this as a
Christian. Confess should be
confessing. We continue daily
confessing Jesus as our Lord. What
is the result of that? Salvation!
Romans 10:11

Romans 10:12 says, “For there is
no distinction between Jew and
Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of
all, abounding in riches for all who
call upon Him.”

The church at Rome was made up
of Jewish Christians and Gentile
Christians. Paul is teaching them
they can have unity and just be
Christians. There is no distinction in
the eyes of God. God does not see
whether a Christian is a Jew or a
Gentile. The Lord just sees His
children as His.

This text says, “for all who call upon
Him” (Romans 10:12). That is not
how to be saved, but it is who can
be saved. If a Christian continues to
call upon the name of the Lord, they
will be saved. Verse 13 is the point
of that fact.

Romans 10:13 says, “for ‘Whoever
will call upon the name of the Lord
will be saved.”

Romans 10:13 is not “How to get
Saved?” but “Who can be saved?”

If I as a Christian continue to call
upon the Lord in my daily life, | will
be saved.

Step 4...Notice

What kind of Scripture is Romans
10:13?
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You are probably thinking, “What do
you mean?”, “It is a Scripture.”, “It is
a verse in the book of Romans.”, “It
is something God said.” | would say
you are right, but it is also one more
thing.

Romans 10:13 is from an Old
Testament passage. It can also be
found in another place in the New
Testament which may shock you
when you find out where it is.

Romans 10:13 is a passage from
Joel 2:32.

Joel 2:32 says, “And it will come
about that whoever calls on the
name of the Lord will be delivered;
for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
there will be those who escape, As
the Lord has said, even among the
survivors whom the Lord calls.”

This text is a promise of salvation!
Through Jesus all men would have
the promise of salvation (Joel 2:32)
and the promise of His Holy Spirit
(Joel 2:28-29).

So, Romans 10:13 is not how to be
saved, but who can be saved.

| will prove this by looking at the
other place this scripture is found.

Ready?

Acts 2:21 says, “And it shall be, that
everyone who calls on the name of
the Lord shall be saved.”

When Peter was preaching the first
sermon on the Day of Pentecost,
nobody in the crowd thought: “that’s
how you become saved.” No one
came down to the altar to be saved.
Joel 2:32, Acts 2:21, and Romans
10:13 (the same scripture) are not
how to be saved, but who can be
saved.

THE GOSPEL UNASHAMED

At the end of the sermon, the people
asked how to be saved.

Acts 2:36-38 says, “36 ‘Therefore
let all the house of Israel know for
certain that God has made Him both
Lord and Christ- this Jesus whom
you crucified.” 37 Now when they
heard this, they were pierced to the
heart, and said to Peter and the rest
of the apostles, ‘Brethren, what
shall we do?’ 38 And Peter said to
them, ‘Repent, and let each of you
be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins; and you shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.”

When the crowd heard Acts 2:21,
or Romans 10:13, they knew it was
from Joel 2:32. They also knew it
was not about how to become
saved, but about who can be saved.
They knew they wanted to be saved
so they asked Peter and the
apostles how to do that. Peter told
them the New Testament Plan of
Salvation.

If you do believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of the Living God
you are to...

e Repent of your sins.

e Be baptized into the name
of Jesus.

Why? So that you would receive the
forgiveness of your sins and the gift
of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Step 5...Notice

The denominational world does not
know how to put the books of Acts
and Romans together. That is the
difference between the
denominational world and the
Christian Church/Church of Christ.
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Acts:
e |tis a book of methods.
e |t tells how the Church

started.

e |t shows how the Church
lived its life.

e |t shows how the Church
evangelized.

e |t shows how people are
saved.

Romans:

e ltis a book of theology.

e Itis a book that shows why
we are saved.

e |tis a book that shows who
can be saved.

The book of Acts shows us how to
become saved while the book of
Romans shows us why we are
saved.

So, it is clear to see that...The
Sinner’s Prayer will leave you a
sinner! By churches using Romans
10:13 as their plan of salvation, they
miss the mark.

Let me leave you with one more
thing to think about. When it comes
to the plan of salvation, or becoming
a Christian, we are to call upon the
name of the Lord.

How?

Acts 22:16 says “And now why do
you delay? Arise, and be baptized,
and wash away your sins, calling on
His name.”

After we are a Christian, we are to
continue to call upon the name of
the Lord. Romans 10:13
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