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"From the cowardice that shrinks from
new truth, from the laziness that is
content with half-truths, from the
arrogance that thinks it knows all truth,
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In the last couple of weeks, a number
of people have called me asking
about Covid and the mark of the
beast. There are a number of videos
and articles online that are claiming
that the vaccine for Covid is the mark
of the beast. | have looked at some
of these and would like to set the
record straight on this.

Whether you ought to get the vaccine
or not is not the point of this article. |
am not a doctor. | don’t even play a
doctor on TV. | am not qualified to
give medical advice, and neither are
most of your friends and
acquaintances.

Each of us should make our own
decision about whether to be
vaccinated based on the best
information that is available. It is true
that there is a lot of medical
misinformation out there. It is also
true that it is difficult to know what
information is valid and what is
misleading or even completely wrong.

This article is not about the medical
information or misinformation. It is
about the spiritual misinformation that
is being spread.

Here are some reasons that | do not
believe the Covid vaccine is the mark
of the Beast.

First, this is just another in a long line
of things that have been called “the
mark of the beast”.

Time has proven most of these to be
wrong. | remember a conversation |
had with a young man in 1996. He
was absolutely convinced that the
beast was a supercomputer in
Jamaica that was going to control the
world in a short time from then.
Nothing | said could dissuade him
from this notion. Now, 25 years later,
it should be obvious that this was not
correct.

Back when | was an undergraduate
college student in the mid-1980s, |
remember reading a magazine article
about how anybody’s name could be
made into the number 666. For some
names the method was more
complicated than  for  others.
Nevertheless, it could be done with
any name you chose. The article
used names that were current in the
news then as examples. Ronald
Reagan was among the more notable
names. | think time has
demonstrated that Reagan was not
the beast, either.

At one time people thought the Social
Security system was the beast and
Social Security cards were the mark
of the beast. | can remember people
saying the same thing about credit
cards when | was a young boy. Some
men probably agreed after getting
their wife’s credit card bill. Still, that
notion has also gone by the wayside
with the passage of time.

The Seventh Day Adventists believe
that Sunday worship is the mark of
the beast. This is absurd and
completely fails to square with the
practice of the Church in the New
Testament or the teaching of the New
Testament.  Further, it denies the
universal record of Church history
which shows that the Church has
always met for worship on the first
day of the week, which is also called
“the Lord’s Day” or “Sunday”.

As John J. Davis put it in his book
Biblical Numerology, “Any sort of
identification for the Anti-Christ is
possible if one tries hard enough. |
recalled noticing the fact that | was
born in 1936. When the factors of 36
are totaled, we have 666! This
discovery was made in room 36 of a
hotel in Chicago on July 6 (exactly 36
days from June 1)! The implications
of these numbers are staggering.”

Second, depending on what video
you watch, or who you talk to, the so-
called proof that the vaccine is the
mark of the beast differs.

One man told me, even before there
was any vaccine for it, that Covid was
the mark of the beast. He explained
that this was true because in social
distancing they recommended that
you stay 6 feet away from other
people, not 7 and not 5, but 6. I’'m not
sure what happened to the other 660
feet he needs to get to 666. Further,
it made me glad that | am not 6 feet
tall. If | were, he might think | was the
beast.

| saw one video that claimed the word
“covid” would prove it if you removed



the vowels. Removing the vowels
was justified because Hebrew
manuscripts of the Old Testament do
not contain the vowels in the name of
God.

There are a number of problems with
this approach. For one thing, the
number of the beast is given in
Revelation, which was written in
Greek, not Hebrew. Further, removing
the vowels from “Covid” leaves us
with “Cvd”. What number might that
represent? The video suggests that
we take it as a number in Roman
numerals.

In Roman numerals, “C” represents
100, “V” represents 5, and “D”
represents 500. Never mind that
these are all capital letters in Roman
numerals, but only the “C” is
capitalized in “Covid”.

Only once Roman numerals began to
be used in English were they ever
written in lowercase. How shall we
read this number in Roman
numerals? If we simply add up the
values, we get 605. That obviously is
not 666. But that is not how you
would write 605 in Roman numerals
anyway. You would write 605 as
‘DCV”. Remember that position is
important in Roman numerals. The
same letters in a different order can
be different numbers. For example,
“IV” is the number 4, but “VI" is the
number 6. We can play with the order
of the letters to make different
numbers, but none of them add up to
666 which would be written as
“DCLXVI”.

Another video suggested that we
keep the “I” since that is used in
Roman numerals but leave out the “0”
since it is not a Roman numeral.
Roman numerals had no symbol for
zero. Once again, this doesn’t lead to
any representation of the number
666. No matter how you arrange the
letters, you don't get 666 and you
certainly don’t get “DCLXVI".

Not to be deterred by these failures,
another video had the supposed
solution to these problems. They
suggested that we use the fuller name
of the virus and start with “Covid-19”.
The letters “Cvid” taken are Roman
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numerals adding up to 606. Since
this is not 666, they have to do some
more work. Since “0” is not used as a
Roman numeral, they take the ASCII
code of it that a computer would use
to represent “0” which they say is 79.
That brings their total to 685. This still
is not 666 but they are not done
calculating yet. From there they take
the dash as a minus sign and subtract
the final 19 to get...you guessed it,
666. This whole procedure only goes
to prove the old adage, “figures don'’t

lie, but liars figure”.

The first problem is that the ASCII
value for “0” is not 79, it is 111. The
ASCII code 79 represents “O”, that is
a capital, not a lowercase. You might
think that the capitalization doesn’t
matter. Well, if we are going to use
ASCIl codes it matters a great deal.
Capital and lowercase letters are
represented by very different codes in
ASCII.

But there are more problems here.
How did they know to use ASCII for
the “0” anyway? Why not count it as
a zero? After all, “0” is often mistaken
for a zero. How did they know to take
the dash as a minus sign? Granted
they look alike, but they are actually
very different things. If we are going
to use computer codes, why not use
IBM’'s EBCDIC? Without going into
details, that would vyield a
hexadecimal number that could then
be converted to decimal. That gives
us completely new numbers to play
around with.

Hopefully this all sounds ridiculous to
you. This means you are starting to
see my point. How is this any more
ridiculous than what the video
described? Why would EBCDIC be
wrong, and ASCII be right? Who is
making the rules and how do we
know what they are? It is pretty clear
that whoever made this video started
with the result they wanted and
worked backwards to discover a
method that would get them to their
desired answer. Again, “figures don’t
lie, but liars figure”.

Third, by now you can surely see that
the people who make these videos
leap to a lot of unwarranted
conclusions.
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If I learned anything on my way to a
master's degree in math, it is that
leaping to conclusions leads to all
kinds of errors. Each step of a proof
needs to be justified carefully or the
conclusion is not valid and cannot be
used. The people who make these
videos are not justifying any of their
steps. Or should | say, leaps?

I am reminded of a cartoon that
showed a chalkboard filled with the
steps of a mathematical proof. The
caption read, “Step 4 needs more
explanation”. In the picture, step 4
had a note that said, “Then a small
miracle occurs”. At least that was
some justification for that step.

The makers of these videos don't
even offer any reason for their steps.
Take these letters as Roman
numerals. Take the ASCII code for
this letter. Take this dash as a minus
sign. Take the number 19 just as it is.
There seems to be lots of little
miracles here.

Fourth, the verses that give us the
mark of the beast ought to be looked
at a bit more closely.

“17 And that no one may buy or sell
except one who has the mark or the
name of the beast, or the number of
his name. 18 Here is wisdom. Let him
who has understanding calculate the
number of the beast, for it is the
number of a man: His number is six
hundred and sixty-six.” Revelation
13:17-18 (NKJV)

The passage plainly says that it is the
number of a man. In fact, it is the
number of his name. It is not the
number of a virus, nor is it the number
of a vaccine. Even if it could be
shown that the number of the virus is
somehow equal to 666, it doesn’t
satisfy the description of that number
in the actual Bible text. Furthermore,
how would that make the vaccine,
that is designed to prevent the virus,
the mark of the beast? Wouldn’t that
make the virus itself the mark of the
beast, not the vaccine? Wouldn't it
then be logical that anything that
stops the virus is stopping the mark of
the beast? Doesn’t that make the
vaccine something good?
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The text is also clear that calculating
the number of the beast takes wisdom
and understanding. | don’t think this
is referring to mathematical or
computer understanding or wisdom. |
think it is referring to spiritual wisdom.
Put the verse in context. Understand
the symbols being used in the
passage.

| am sure that someone will object to
what | have said so far by pointing to
the push for things like a vaccine
passport. In some places you cannot
go to restaurants and other public
places unless you are fuly
vaccinated. Others face termination
from their jobs unless they comply
with the demands of their employers
to get fully vaccinated. They will point
out that in those without the mark of
the beast could not buy or sell in the
prophecy of Revelation.

“‘And that no one may buy or sell
except one who has the mark or
the name of the beast, or the
number of his name.” Revelation
13:17 (NKJV)

| want to begin by saying plainly that |
too am disturbed by the push for
everyone to be vaccinated or face
losing their job or not being able to
participate in public life. The
government knows that it cannot
simply mandate the vaccine at the
present time, so they have
encouraged corporations to mandate
it for their employees and customers.

As | write this article, the government
is trying to force companies with more
than 100 employees to require their
workers to be vaccinated or face
heavy fines. That will certainly be
challenged in the courts by some
companies, but many will likely
comply.

This is part of a very disturbing trend
that has been going on for quite a
while now. When the government
cannot accomplish what it wants
through the political process, they
team up with the corporate world and
do it that way, effectively making the
corporate world an arm of the
government. This has placed way too
much power in the hands of
corporations and eliminated the voice
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of the people. There is simply no
direct accountability to the people for
such actions.

The list of cultural changes that have
been affected this way is too long to
list. This unholy marriage between
politicians and companies may be the
worst form of corporate and
government corruption we have seen.

However, there are some things that
need to be kept in mind about this.

First, just because one aspect of the
prophecy partially fits our situation
today does not mean that we are
seeing the fulfillment of that prophecy.
| remember being accused of hunting
in a man’s woods without permission
when | was a teenager. | had never
hunted in that woods, nor have |
since. However, he was sure that it
was me because | had blonde hair
just like whoever had hunted in those
woods. The point is that more than
one point of identification needs to fit
to declare it a match.

Second, just like there were other
people with blonde hair who may
have hunted in that man’s woods,
there are other times in history when
only certain people could buy and
sell. Quite a number of both Popes
and civil rulers have forbidden anyone
to do any business with non-
Catholics. This has happened many
times and places before. Why should
our experience be what was foretold
and not one or more of these events?

Third, if the person who had hunted
in that man’s woods had a tattoo,
brown eyes, was over 6-feet tall, or
had any other features that differed
from me, clearly it wasn't me in those
woods. Similarly, any part of the
prophecy that doesn’t fit our current
situation would demonstrate that the
prophecy is not being fulfilled by
Covid.

| think the first part of this article
indicates that the number simply
doesn't fit but there are more details
that need to be explained before we
could accept Covid as the fulfillment
of this prophecy.
1. The passage also says that the
mark of the beast would be

received on the right hand or
forehead.

“He causes all, both small and
great, rich and poor, free and
slave, to receive a mark on
their right hand or on their
foreheads,” Revelation 13:16
(NKJV)

| don’t know of any vaccine that
is given in the hand or forehead.
Some may try to equate the
hand with the arm where the
vaccine is given. What about
those who are vaccinated in their
left arms? Do they have the
mark of the beast or not?

The passage actually talks about
two beasts, not just one. s
Covid the first one or the
second?

“Then | saw another beast
coming up out of the earth, and
he had two horns like a lamb and
spoke like a dragon.” Revelation
13:11 (NKJV)

The first beast was mortally
wounded but healed. How does
this fit into our current situation?
“And | saw one of his heads as if
it had been mortally wounded,
and his deadly wound was
healed. And all the world
marveled and followed the beast.”
Revelation 13:3 (NKJV)

The beast performs great signs
by which he deceives the people
of earth. How does this fit with
Covid?

“13 He performs great signs, so
that he even makes fire come
down from heaven on the earth
in the sight of men. 14 And he
deceives those who dwell on
the earth by those signs which
he was granted to do in the
sight of the beast, telling those
who dwell on the earth to make
an image to the beast who was
wounded by the sword and lived.”
Revelation 13:13-14 (NKJV)

The second beast causes an
image to be made of the first
beast and gave breath to it so it
could speak. How does that fit
with Covid?



“14 And he deceives those who
dwell on the earth by those signs
which he was granted to do in the
sight of the beast, telling those
who dwell on the earth to make
an image to the beast who was
wounded by the sword and
lived. 15 He was granted power
to give breath to the image of
the beast, that the image of the
beast should both speak and
cause as many as would not
worship the image of the beast to
be killed.” Revelation 13:14-15
(NKJV)

Someone will probably come up with
a way to reconcile these details of the
prophecy with Covid. The blind can
be very clever despite their lack of
sight. However, this list could be
expanded upon. The point is that all
the prophecy, not just one aspect of it,
must fit before we can say that it is
being fulfilled in Covid.

In referring to questions about the end
times, Paul wrote to the
Thessalonians not to be soon shaken
in mind or troubled, Il Thess. 2:2. He
went on to say, “Let no one deceive
you”, Il Thess. 2:3. | would echo the
words of Paul to you today. Don't let
anyone deceive you, shake you up, or
trouble you with their sophistry and
specious arguments. Consider
carefully what God has revealed to us
in His Word. There will always be
those who would twist the Scriptures
to their own destruction, Il Pet. 3:16.
Don'’t let them destroy you, too.

I am not trying to convince you to be
vaccinated. There are a number of
reasons why some will not be
vaccinated. Some of those reasons
are surely legitimate. On the other
hand, there are valid reasons for
some to be vaccinated. Whether to be
vaccinated or not is a decision that
ought to be made by individuals, not
governments or corporations. It is a
decision that ought to be made
primarily on medical concerns. It is
not a decision that should be made
based on deeply flawed theology or
fearmongering.

No matter what you decide about the
vaccine, rest assured that it has
nothing to do with the mark of the
beast.
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In the past year and a half, a lot of
people have been considering
whether to come to church or not.
The pandemic  caused  most
congregations to suspend in-person

meetings for some period of time.

Most places have returned to normal
services, or close to it, for the most
part. Still there are places that have
not resumed in-person services yet.

During this time, most congregations
have offered some kind of online
alternative. Even after opening the
buildings back up, many continue to
have online services. There are good
reasons to do this, and I am not going
to criticize them. However, many
people have continued to “attend
services” online rather than in person.
For some it is a health decision. For
others it is a matter of convenience or
even habit.

Nevertheless, we have all had to
wrestle, in one way or the other, with
the question, “Why go to Church?” in
the past year. For many of us, we
have dealt with this as never before.
Lots of us were simply raised to go to
church on Sunday. For those people,
it has become a lifelong habit that we
may have never even questioned.

The truth is that people actually come
to church for lots of different reasons.
Some of those reasons are good and
some are bad. Some are better than
others and some are worse than
others. But why you come to church
can be just as important as whether
you come to church.

There is an incident in the last week
of Jesus’ life that illustrates well what |
am talking about. It happened shortly
after what we call “The Triumphal
Entry”. It was during the Passover
week. It is the incident where Jesus

October 2021

drove the money changers from the
temple. It is recorded in three of the
four Gospels for us. Each of these
accounts is rather brief. However,
each one gives important details that
are not included in the others.

The temple was not just a place of
worship, it was the place of worship
for the Jews. This is where all the
males were required to be during the
Passover week. Consequently, there
were Jews there from all over the
world. Matthew, Mark, and Luke all
record this event. In those records,
we only see a number of groups who
came to the temple ostensibly to
worship.

However, as we look at what they
said and did, we can see why they
really came. These attitudes towards
coming to a place of worship are still
with us today. As we look at them,
ask yourself which one describes you.

“12 Then Jesus went into the temple
of God and drove out all those who
bought and sold in the temple, and
overturned the tables of the money
changers and the seats of those who
sold doves. 13 And He said to them,
"It is written, 'My house shall be called
a house of prayer,’ but you have
made it a 'den of thieves." 14 Then
the blind and the lame came to Him in
the temple, and He healed them. 15
But when the chief priests and scribes
saw the wonderful things that He did,
and the children crying out in the
temple and saying, "Hosanna to the
Son of David!" they were indignant.”
Matthew 21:12-15 (NKJV)

“15 So they came to Jerusalem. Then
Jesus went into the temple and began
to drive out those who bought and
sold in the temple, and overturned the
tables of the money changers and the
seats of those who sold doves. 16
And He would not allow anyone to
carry wares through the temple. 17
Then He taught, saying to them, "Is it
not written, 'My house shall be called
a house of prayer for all nations'? But
you have made it a 'den of thieves."
18 And the scribes and chief priests
heard it and sought how they might
destroy Him; for they feared Him,
because all the people were
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astonished at His teaching. 19 When
evening had come, He went out of the
city.” Mark 11:15-19 (NKJV)

“45 Then He went into the temple and
began to drive out those who bought
and sold in it, 46 saying to them, "It is
written, 'My house is a house of
prayer,' but you have made it a 'den of
thieves." 47 And He was teaching
daily in the temple. But the chief
priests, the scribes, and the leaders of
the people sought to destroy Him, 48
and were unable to do anything; for
all the people were very attentive to
hear Him.” Luke 19:45-48 (NKJV)

First, there were those who were
there to make money, namely the
money changers. It should be
obvious from what happened and
what Jesus said, that these men were
there to make money.

This was not the first time that Jesus
had cleared the temple. He had
begun His ministry by cleansing the
temple at Passover.

“13 Now the Passover of the Jews
was at hand, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. 14 And He found in the
temple those who sold oxen and
sheep and doves, and the
moneychangers doing business.
15 When He had made a whip of
cords, He drove them all out of the
temple, with the sheep and the
oxen, and poured out the
changers' money and overturned
the tables. 16 And He said to those
who sold doves, "Take these
things away! Do not make My
Father's house a house of
merchandise!" 17 Then His disciples
remembered that it was written, "Zeal
for Your house has eaten Me up."
John 2:13-17 (NKJV)

Then He had told them not to make
the Father's house a house of
merchandise. The Jews were not
happy about this, but they had gone
back to the way things were before.

Now He cleanses the temple again at
the end of His ministry. This time he
says they have made the temple a
den of thieves. This is a much
harsher statement, not just
merchandisers, but thieves.
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Changing money was a very
profitable business. It is estimated
that hundreds of thousands of dollars
were made by the money changers
each year. It likely began as a matter
of convenience. They exchanged
people’s money into the Jewish
currency used at the temple for the
temple tax.

“11 Then the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying: 12 "When you take the
census of the children of Israel for
their number, then every man shall
give a ransom for himself to the
LORD, when you number them, that
there may be no plague among them
when you number them. 13 "This is
what everyone among those who
are numbered shall give: half a
shekel according to the shekel of
the sanctuary (a shekel is twenty
gerahs). The half-shekel shall be an
offering to the LORD. 14 "Everyone
included among those who are
numbered, from twenty years old and
above, shall give an offering to the
LORD. 15 "The rich shall not give
more and the poor shall not give less
than half a shekel, when you give an
offering to the LORD, to make
atonement for yourselves. 16 "And
you shall take the atonement money
of the children of Israel, and shall
appoint it for the service of the
tabernacle of meeting, that it may be
a memorial for the children of Israel
before the LORD, to make atonement
for yourselves.” Exodus 30:11-16
(NKJV)

They changed the money at unfair
exchange rates. It was like buying a
soda or even water at an amusement
park today. Prices were ridiculous
because the people there had little
other choice.

There were those who sold animals
for sacrifice, so you didn’t have to
bring your own on the trip. These
people exploited the worshippers for
their own profit. ~ They also took
advantage of the poor.

It is obvious that these people were
not there to worship. They were there
to make money in any way they
could. There are those among us
today who only view Christian worship

and worshippers as a means of
making money. That is not to say that
nobody should ever get paid for
goods and services they provide for
the Church. It is to say that viewing
the Church as nothing more than a
marketplace, especially one to be
exploited, is wicked.

Money motivates many to come to
church today in a number of ways.
Some come to participate in, or run,
fundraisers for all sorts of causes.
Some come to make business deals
and connections. Some only serve
because they get paid to do so. For
these people, coming to church is
“strictly business”.

Second, there were those who were
there to protect. More than one group
was there to protect something that
was important to them.

Protecting something may sound, at
first, like a good reason to come to
church. That all depends on what you
are trying to protect. Some were
there to protect their own interests.
Others were there to protect God’s
interests. Let’s look at who was there
protecting what on that day.

The scribes and chief priests were
interested in protecting their power.
They were also protecting those who
were abusing the building, namely the
money changers. Others were only
interested in protecting the building
itself.

“Then the Jews said, "It has taken
forty-six years to build this temple,
and will You raise it up in three
days?" John 2:20 (NKJV)

Jesus quoted from Jeremiah
Chapter 7 when casting out the
money changers here.

“'Has this house, which is called by
My name, become a den of thieves
in your eyes? Behold, I, even I, have
seen it," says the LORD.” Jeremiah
7:11 (NKJV)

In that time the people of Judah were
certain that as long as the temple was
in Jerusalem, the city would never fall.
They were trusting in lying words.



“4 "Do not trust in these lying
words, saying, 'The temple of the
LORD, the temple of the LORD, the
temple of the LORD are these.' ... 8
"Behold, you trust in lying words
that cannot profit.” Jeremiah 7:4, 8
(NKJV)

As a result they went about their sinful
ways feeling completely secure. God
reminded them that He didn’t spare
Shiloh because the tabernacle was
there.

"But go now to My place which was
in Shiloh, where | set My name at the
first, and see what |1 did to it because
of the wickedness of My people
Israel.” Jeremiah 7:12 (NKJV)

It was so bad that God told Jeremiah
not to pray for them.

"Therefore do not pray for this
people, nor lift up a cry or prayer for
them, nor make intercession to Me;
for I will not hear you.” Jeremiah 7:16
(NKJV)

Protecting the building is actually the
least of your worries. Furthermore,
that in itself is a hopeless cause.
When the people reject God, He will
destroy the building. He did it before
and He can do it again.

“23:37 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the
one who Kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to her! How often |
wanted to gather your children
together, as a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings, but you were not
willing! 38 "See! Your house is left
to you desolate; 39 "for | say to you,
you shall see Me no more till you say,
'‘Blessed is He who comes in the
name of the LORD!" 24:1 Then Jesus
went out and departed from the
temple, and His disciples came up
to show Him the buildings of the
temple. 2 And Jesus said to them,
"Do you not see all these things?
Assuredly, | say to you, not one
stone shall be left here wupon
another, that shall not be thrown
down." Matthew  23:37-24:2
(NKJV)

Unlike those who wanted to protect
their power, the money changers, or
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the building itself. Jesus was there to
protect the intended purpose of the
building. That purpose was prayer
and worship. Jesus quotes from
Isaiah 56:7 to indicate the purpose.

“Even them | will bring to My holy
mountain, And make them joyful in
My house of prayer. Their burnt
offerings and their sacrifices Will be
accepted on My altar; For My house
shall be called a house of prayer
for all nations.” Isaiah 56:7 (NKJV)

God’s house was intended to be a
house of prayer for all nations. That
is what needed to be protected the
most. Yet it seems like nobody but
Jesus was interested in protecting
this. They were only protecting their
self-interests.

When you come to church, are you
here to protect something? Are you
protecting your own self-interests? Or
are you protecting the intended
purpose of the Church?

Third, some had come to be healed.
Matthew records the fact that the
blind and lame came to Jesus in the
temple, and He healed them.

We may not think that the temple was
built to be a center for healing.
However, for many diseases the Jews
had to go show themselves to the
priest. When they were healed, there
were sacrifices to make. Of course,
the temple and its sacrifices were for
the healing of the worst disease of all
— sin. The fact that Jesus healed
those who came to Him in the temple
should teach us that it was one of the
purposes of the temple.

This is certainly true spiritually. While
we do not possess the power to heal
miraculously today, there are many
who need healing that only God can
provide.

They need healing from the results of
sin in their lives. Whether it is their
own sin or the sin of others, they are
broken spiritually and need healing.
They may be lame in their souls as a
result of this sinful and fallen world.
They are unable to see the truth that
is in front of them because they have
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been living in darkness and the god of
this world has blinded their minds.

“Whose minds the god of this age
has blinded, who do not believe, lest
the light of the gospel of the glory of
Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine on them.” Il
Corinthians 4:4 (NKJV)

Some come to church today because
they are blind and lame spiritually and
they need the healing that only Jesus
can offer. That is a good and proper
reason to come to church. The truth
is that we are all here because we
need spiritual healing. The church is
not a place for those who are whole.
It is a hospital for the sick spiritually.

“When Jesus heard it, He said to
them, "Those who are well have no
need of a physician, but those who
are sick. | did not come to call the
righteous, but sinners, to
repentance."” Mark 2:17 (NKJV)

Fourth, some came to be taught. In
Mark’s account, we see that the
people were astonished at the
teaching of Jesus. Luke doesn’t
mention it in his account, but he ends
the chapter by saying that Jesus
taught in the temple daily and the
people were very attentive to Him.

Jesus doesn'’t state that as a purpose
for the temple, but His actions show
that it was a purpose for it. It is
obvious that many people were there
to be taught and were glad to be
taught by Jesus. Remember that the
priests were to teach the people
under the Law of Moses.

“10 "that you may distinguish between
holy and unholy, and between
unclean and clean, 11 "and that you
may teach the children of Israel all
the statutes which the LORD has
spoken to them by the hand of
Moses." Leviticus 10:10-11 (NKJV)

“21 "No priest shall drink wine when
he enters the inner court. 22 "They
shall not take as wife a widow or a
divorced woman, but take virgins of
the descendants of the house of
Israel, or widows of priests. 23 "And
they shall teach My people the
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difference between the holy and
the unholy, and cause them to
discern between the unclean and
the clean.” Ezekiel 44:21-23 (NKJV)

“Her heads judge for a bribe, Her
priests teach for pay, And her
prophets divine for money. Yet they
lean on the LORD, and say, "Is not
the LORD among us? No harm can
come upon us."”” Micah 3:11 (NKJV)

Note: The priests were supposed to
teach but they were not supposed to
do it for pay. They were already
supported by the tithes of the people
and their portion of the sacrifices the
people brought. The priests in
Micah’s day were charging extra to do
what they were already being
supported to do. However, this does
illustrate that the priests were to
teach.

It was a bad thing when the priests
were not teaching.

‘For a long time Israel has been
without the true God, without a
teaching priest, and without law;” I
Chronicles 15:3 (NKJV)

Many come to church today to be
taught. This is a good and right
reason to come to church. However,
it is not the only good and right reason
for coming.

Fifth, some came to pray.

Jesus makes it plain, by quoting from
Isaiah 56:7 that this was the intended
purpose for the temple. While we
don’t see a particular group of people
who were there specifically to pray, |
believe it is implied that some were
there for that reason. That is why
Peter and John were going to the
temple at the ninth hour when they
saw the lame man.

“1 Now Peter and John went up
together to the temple at the hour
of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a
certain man lame from his mother's
womb was carried, whom they laid
daily at the gate of the temple which is
called Beautiful, to ask alms from
those who entered the temple; 3 who,
seeing Peter and John about to go
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into the temple, asked for alms.”
Acts 3:1-3 (NKJV)

This group came with pure hearts to
pray and worship God. That ought to
be one of the main reasons why we
come to church today. Is that why
you go to church today?

Sixth, Jesus came to heal and teach.

None of us are Jesus. We all need to
be taught and to be healed spiritually.
However, we are called to teach
others.

“18 And Jesus came and spoke to
them, saying, "All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth.
19 "Go therefore and make disciples
of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 "teaching
them to observe all things that |
have commanded you; and lo, | am
with you always, even to the end of
the age." Amen.” Matthew 28:18-20
(NKJV)

“For though by this time you ought
to be teachers, you need someone
to teach you again the first principles
of the oracles of God; and you have
come to need milk and not solid food.”
Hebrews 5:12 (NKJV)

We are all called to help heal the
hurting and offer them comfort.

“3 Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who
comforts us in all our tribulation, that
we may be able to comfort those
who are in any trouble, with the
comfort with which we ourselves
are comforted by God.” Il
Corinthians 1:3-4 (NKJV)

You may come to church to be taught
and to be healed. Jesus can do both
of those things for you. But you also
have a responsibility to do that for
others to whatever extent you are
able.

Too often distractions get in the way
of our worship. The money changers
got in the way of worship for the
Jews. They were a big distraction.
Sometimes those distractions began
as helpful things but have taken over
and crowded out our worship.
Sometimes we just need to drive out

the distractions so that real heartfelt
worship can happen.

There is a popular song called The
Heart of Worship by Matt Redman. It
was written in the late 1990’s when
his home church got rid of their sound
system and band for a while. They
felt that they had lost sight of what
worship was really about. So, they
decided to get rid of anything that
might distract them from true worship.
You can see that in the lyrics of the
song.

What distractions to our worship
might we need to “drive out”? When
Jesus drove out the money changers,
several things happened. Some were
angry and wanted Jesus gone. Some
were taught. Some were healed. All
were able to worship and pray. All
could receive blessings from God.

When distractions to worship are
removed today, some good things
can and will happen. Some will get
angry and want you gone. Some will
be taught. Some will be healed
spiritually. All can worship and pray.
All can receive blessings from God.

Why do you go to church? Are you
even going to church?

Poem — Going to Church

People go to Church
for many different reasons
Some because of guilt or fear
Some because of special seasons.

A few may go to church
because of pain or depression,
Some are trying to find a mate and
others to make an impression.

These are not good reasons,
nor should they ever be
God has the answer in His Word
So let’s take a look and see.

For in the book of Genesis with the
making of Adam and Eve,
God created a family bond
But on HIM we must strongly cleave.

On the first of the week we assemble
to partake of the fruit of the vine,
According to John Chapter 15
we go to STAY JOINED to the vine.

God wants His people to gather,
in the assembly each and all
To keep our weekly commitment
so we don’t turn from Him or fall.

~~Adapted


https://allpoetry.com/poem/12939698-Why-Go-to-Church-by-Gloryup7
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